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The First Sunday of Advent                                     November 30, 2014 

 
We Prepare to Meet God 
 The Prelude 

 The Lighting of the Advent Wreath 

 The Opening Hymn  
  “O Come, O Come, Emmanuel”                    (v.1,2,4) No. 245 

 The Prayer 

 The Time for Greeting 

  The Announcements  

 The Testimony 
  “Who's Got the Bag?” 

 The Worship Song              
  “Lo! How a Rose E'er Blooming”                       (v.1,3) No. 255 

 The Advent Dialogue 
Leader: God of Adam and Eve and Noah, God of Abraham 

and Isaac and Jacob, God of Moses and Samuel and 
David, God of Isaiah and Micah and John the Baptizer — 
God of all: You are indeed a God of promise. For Your 
concern we praise You. 

Congregation: In our waiting Lord, give us hope! 

Leader: God of the Flood and safe passage, God of the 
Exodus and freedom, God who begat Jesus and raised 
Him from death: You are indeed a God of fulfillment. For 
Your faithful action we praise You. 

Congregation: In our waiting, Lord, give us hope! 

Leader: God of our time: amid disease and wars, amid crimes 
and protests, amid broken families, broken bodies, broken 
dreams, and broken spirits we await the fulfillment of Your 
promise, "Lo, I am coming soon!" 

Congregation: In our waiting, Lord, give us hope! 
  
 
 

http://www.immanuelstorycity.org/
mailto:immanuel@iowatelecom.net


We Hear God’s Word  
 The Lesson – 1 Corinthians 1:3-9 

3 
Grace and peace to you from God our Father and the 

Lord Jesus Christ. 
4 
I always thank my God for you because of his grace 

given you in Christ Jesus. 
5 
For in him you have been 

enriched in every way—with all kinds of speech and with all 
knowledge— 

6 
God thus confirming our testimony about 

Christ among you. 
7 
Therefore you do not lack any spiritual 

gift as you eagerly wait for our Lord Jesus Christ to be 
revealed. 

8 
He will also keep you firm to the end, so that you 

will be blameless on the day of our Lord Jesus Christ. 
9 

God is 
faithful, who has called you into fellowship with his Son, Jesus 
Christ our Lord.   

 The Gospel – Mark 13:24-37 
24 

“But in those days, following that distress, 
“‘the sun will be darkened, 

    and the moon will not give its light; 
25 

the stars will fall from the sky, 
    and the heavenly bodies will be shaken.’ 

26 
“At that time people will see the Son of Man coming in 

clouds with great power and glory. 
27 

And he will send his 
angels and gather his elect from the four winds, from the ends 
of the earth to the ends of the heavens. 

28 
“Now learn this lesson from the fig tree: As soon as its 

twigs get tender and its leaves come out, you know that 
summer is near. 

29 
Even so, when you see these things 

happening, you know that it is near, right at the door. 
30 

Truly I 
tell you, this generation will certainly not pass away until all 
these things have happened. 

31 
Heaven and earth will pass 

away, but my words will never pass away. 
32 

“But about that day or hour no one knows, not even the 
angels in heaven, nor the Son, but only the Father. 

33 
Be on 

guard! Be alert! You do not know when that time will come. 
34 

It’s like a man going away: He leaves his house and puts 
his servants in charge, each with their assigned task, and tells 
the one at the door to keep watch. 

35 
“Therefore keep watch because you do not know when 

the owner of the house will come back—whether in the 
evening, or at midnight, or when the rooster crows, or at 
dawn. 

36 
If he comes suddenly, do not let him find you 

sleeping. 
37 

What I say to you, I say to everyone: ‘Watch!’” 
 

We Confess Our Faith 
 The Apostles’ Creed                                                      (on screen) 
 The Children's Message 
 

We Respond to God’s Blessings 
 The Offering 
  The Offertory       “We Are An Offering”                        (on screen) 
 

We Hear God’s Word Proclaimed in Song and Word 
 The Anthem  
  “We Want to Be Ready”                                         Price, Besig 
    The Senior Choir – Susan Amensen, Director 
 The Sermon  
        “Do You Know What Time It Is?”                    Pastor Anenson 
 The Hymn                                                   
  “We Shall Behold Him”                                                 No. 755 
 

We Receive God’s Promise to Go with us into Daily Life 
 The Prayers of Praise and Intercession 
 The Lord's Prayer 
 The Benediction 
 The Hymn    
  “Lo, He Comes with Clouds Descending”                    No.  754 
 The Postlude  
 

Organist: Emily Anderson 
Candlelighter: Dylan Matheason 
Greeters:  Clarion & Doradene Thompson 
Ushers:  Dave & Kathy Quam, Tim & Tami Marienau, Jeff &  
 Charlotte Loots 
Reader:  Jackie Skaar 
Sound Engineer: Trent Whipple 

 
Visitors: We welcome you to worship today! We sincerely desire that 
everyone present will feel welcome in the Lord’s house. Please make 
a special effort to greet those around you in the spirit of Christian 
fellowship.  
 

 

The first candle lit on the Advent Wreath is called 
The Prophecy Candle. It opens up the period that 
anticipates Christmas and honors those who first 
spoke the promises of the coming Christ child. 



The floral arrangement on the piano today is given by Terry & Jerry 
Greenfield in honor of their 50th wedding anniversary which was 
November 28. They also sponsored the radio broadcast today. 
Congratulations! 
 
Today following the worship service we need a few men to set up our 
sanctuary Christmas tree. At 11 A.M. we need a few other adults to 
help decorate it.  
 
Don’t forget the coffee fellowship in the social hall following the 
worship service today. 
 
Senior Choir Cantata. The Senior Choir will present the cantata, 
"The First Noel -- Celebrating the Birthday of a King" by Russell 
Mauldin and Sue Smith, next Sunday, December 7, during the 
worship service at 9:30 A.M. This cantata contains narration, 
classic carols and favorite songs, as well as original works. 
 
Christmas Tea and Bazaar. We will be hosting a Christmas Tea and 
Bazaar on December 6 from 11 A.M. –2 P.M. Our menu includes a 
variety of soups/bread bowls, desserts (including Scandinavian 
goodies), drinks and a hot chocolate bar. We still have opportunities 
for you to help. We can use help with set-up, serving as host, serving, 
clean-up, dishwashing, etc. Men are welcome, too! If you would like 
to help with any of the above or provide desserts and/or bazaar 
items, please contact Jaynee Christian at 733.2710 or 
jlchristian@hotmail.com. For any of you that are able to attend, we 
will have a short meeting in the Cornerstone Room following worship 
today to go over any list minute details. 
 
Christmas Angel Gift Project. Anyone wishing to purchase a gift for 
a youth who is in need of a Christmas gift is invited to stop by the 
table in the narthex and take one of the paper gift tags listing a gift for 
a specific child. Follow the instructions found on both the front and 
back of the tag. Gifts must be returned to the church by Monday, 
December 8. 
 
Christmas Gift Ideas. The Senior Choir 115th Anniversary CD and 
our 115th Anniversary Cookbooks are available in the narthex before 
and after worship today. We encourage you to use them as 
Christmas gifts. They are also available to be purchased in the 
church office during the week. You can purchase them for $10 each!  

The Primary Children’s Christmas Program will be held at the 
beginning of the worship service on Sunday, December 14. We will 
take the kids downstairs for a movie during the rest of the service and 
you can pick them up in their rooms following the church service. 
 
The Young Disciples choir (2nd-6th Grade) will be presenting their 
Christmas program, Christmas Joy, on Sunday, December 14 during 
the worship service. This musical focuses on the joy that came to 
earth when Jesus was born in Bethlehem. The songs are simple, yet 
fun for children. Familiar songs of the season, such as Joy to the 
World and Joyful, Joyful, We Adore Thee, are presented alongside 
newer songs, like I Will Sing Songs of Joy and When He Came. 
Please come hear the Young Disciples sing and share the message 
of the Christmas season December 14. We will be practicing today 
and December 7th during the Sunday school hour. We will also have 
a Saturday morning practice on December 13 from 9-10 A.M. in the 
church sanctuary. It is important that the children attend these 
practices over the next two weeks. 
 
Christmas Eve Services. Your talents are needed for our traditional 
Christmas Eve Candlelight Services. These are opportunities for 
worship and inspiration through word and music. If you would like to 
have a part, please call the church office by Monday, December 8 
with the title of your music or reading. 
 
Wheelchair Pushers needed. Immanuel is responsible for providing 
wheelchair pushers at Bethany Manor for the Sunday worship service 
each Sunday during the month of December. The wheelchair pushers 
need to be at the Bethany Manor Chapel by 9:20 A.M. and will be 
done by 10:45 or 11 A.M. A signup sheet is posted on the narthex 
bulletin board. At least five people are needed each week. Volunteers 
are still needed for December 7 and 21. 
 
A New DVD series entitled "Simplify: Ten Practices to Unclutter Your 
Soul" began last Sunday in the Social Hall at 8:30 A.M. In this four-
week study, Bill Hybels shares his own story of the wake-up call that 
changed everything—and the steps he took to simplify his life before 
it was too late. Join Bill to discover the power of simplicity in your 
schedule, work, finances, relationships, and soul.  
 
Attendance last Sunday:  305 
 
 



Adult Class on Marriage. A new class, "Making Marriage Work," 
began last Sunday at 8:30 A.M. in the Cornerstone Room. In this 
video class, twenty couples share their deepest struggles, conflicts 
and misconceptions about marriage. This four part video series 
includes Biblical and practical tips to cultivate a healthy and happy 
marriage. Optional workbooks are available for $5. Come learn how 
to grow deeper together in your marriage! Miss a session? View it 
online at RightNowMedia.org. 
 
With the Advent season upon us you might be beginning to put 
together your shopping list for Christmas. There are always a few 
people on many lists that are extremely hard to shop for. What if you 
could give gifts with extra meaning this year? Gifts that will change 
lives around the world? More and more people are rethinking the 
tradition of gift-giving by instead, giving gifts in honor of friends and 
loved ones. There are several catalogs on the shelf in the narthex 
from various organizations that allow you to give one or more animals 
to people in need around the world. Any questions, talk to the 
pastors. 
 
Our 2015 Mission Trip Team - Is holding a Little Caesars Pizza 
Fundraiser until December 4th in order to raise funds for our Mission 
Trip next summer to Indianapolis.  There are over 20 different 
products to choose from and all of them are excellent quality!  By 
purchasing one (or more) of these items from any member of the 
Mission Trip team you will be helping us fund our trip.  We make 5 
dollars for every item sold and our goal is 100 items, thus raising 500 
dollars towards the trip!!  Thank you, in advance, for your support! 
The 2015 Mission Trip Team is Theresa Haskin, Jillian Lykins, 
Graham Nicholson, Lily Rathmacher, Leila Seaton, Sierra Tate, Gayle 
Tate and Zachary Bauknecht. 

 
Upcoming Events 

 Young Adults and Families Christmas Party. Our annual Young 
Adults and Family Christmas Party will be next Sunday, Dec. 7, 
starting at 4:00. We'll have a “white elephant” gift exchange for the 
adults and an ornament exchange for the kids. Each adult brings a 
funny wrapped present you’d like to re-gift. Each child brings a 
wrapped, inexpensive ornament to exchange. We’ll begin with a 
Christmas devotion and share a potluck supper after the gift 
exchange. See you in the social hall downstairs! 

 Riverside Christmas Party. Sunday, December 7 from 6-8 P.M. at 
Riverside Bible Camp. This is a free event for all ages. Gather 
together to celebrate the birth of our Savior. Hot Cocoa, wagon 
rides, cookie decorating, Christmas carols, crafts, games, and 
much more! 

 
Reminders 

 Hearing devices for those who have a difficult time hearing the 
service can be found on the shelf in the narthex. If you have been 
thinking of trying a unit, please ask an usher to assist you.  

 Tune in to the Immanuel Lutheran Radio Broadcast each Sunday 
morning at 8 A.M. on KASI Radio (AM 1430).  

 The Children's Activity Bulletins are available from the ushers for 
young children. 

 A nursery is available across from the restrooms on the main floor 
of the educational wing. Feel free to take your little one there during 
the service if the need arises.  

 The winter issue of the "Our Daily Bread" devotional book is on 
the shelf in the narthex. The new "Connections" magazine is also 
there. 

 
 
 
 

 

 

 
 

 
 

As a congregation, let’s be in prayer for: 

 Calmness and constructive communication in Ferguson, 
Missouri and around the country. 

 

 

We praise God for: 

 The promise that Jesus will come again someday to establish 
a new heaven and a new earth. 
 

 
 

 

 



Youth Activities 

High School Youth Group Activities 

Kaffe with Christ - On Saturday, December 6, from 2:30-3:15 

PM we will be meeting at Kaffe Geita in Story City (1463 Broad 

Street) for a time of devotions, delicious coffee and delightful 

conversation! Come on out and join us. Bring a friend! 
  
Our next meeting - Will be Sunday, December 7th from 3:30-

5:00 PM. I hope to see you there! Bring a friend! It is going to be 

a great time of fun, friends and fellowship!  We will continue our 

discussion on "Koinonia".   
 

Middle School Youth Group Activities 

Our next meeting - Will be Sunday, December 7th from 2:00-3:20 

PM. I hope to see you there! Bring a friend!  It is going to be a great 

time of fun, friends and fellowship!   
 

Middle and High School Youth Group Activities 

Ice Skating at the ISU Ice Arena - Today we are heading to Ames 

to go Ice Skating! We will meet at church at 1:25 PM.  Skating goes 

from 2-4 and we should be back by 4:30 PM.  Bring $10 to cover the 

cost of skating, skate rental and a snack (if you would like).  It 

should be a great time!  If you have your own skates you are welcome 

to bring them. 
 

 

 
 
 
 

November 30 - December 7, 2014 
Worship & Study Opportunities at Immanuel 

 
Sunday, November 30  

8:00 A.M. Radio Broadcast on KASI (1430 AM) 
8:30 A.M. Sunday School  
9:00 A.M. Coffee Fellowship (Narthex) 
9:30 A.M. Worship  
10:30 A.M. Coffee Fellowship (Social Hall) 
1:25 P.M. MS & HS Youth Ice Skating 

 
Monday, December 1 
 
Tuesday, December 2 
          9:30 A.M. Staff Meeting 

5:45 P.M. Youth Board Meeting 
 
Wednesday, December 3 

6:30 P.M. Junior Choir 
6:30 P.M. Pizza Supper for Trinity & Confirmation Class 
7:00 P.M. Trinity & Confirmation Class  
7:15 P.M. Senior Choir 
 

Thursday, December 4 
8:30 A.M. Women's Weekly Bible Study  

 
Friday, December 5 
            
Saturday, December 6 

8:00 A.M. Men of Immanuel 
11:00 A.M.-2:00 P.M. Christmas Tea & Bazaar 
2:30 P.M. HS "Coffee with Christ" at Kaffe Geita 

 
Sunday, December 7  

8:00 A.M. Radio Broadcast on KASI (1430 AM) 
8:30 A.M. Sunday School  
9:00 A.M. Coffee Fellowship (Narthex) 
9:30 A.M. Worship - Senior Choir Cantata 
10:30 A.M. Coffee Fellowship (Social Hall) 
2:00 P.M. MS Youth Group 
3:30 P.M. HS Youth Group 
4:00 P.M. Young Adults & Family Christmas Party 

 


